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Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2011 with funding from 
Boston Public Library 


http://www. archive.org/details/oldwestchurchmet00bost 


sy Fanny Goldstein 


Librarian at the West End Branch of 


y 


the Boston Pr 


Library which minis 


tered to knowledge in the district from 
1896 to 1960. This article, written shoit- 
ly before the death of this devout Jewess, 
yas part of her effort to save the church 
from destruction. 


We live in a swift moving ape of change and religion must needs 
keep pace. The change we accept but the reverence which is due 
the past we ignore. 

Hicoce, whenever there are any examples of architecture of ves 
terday leit in our communities, these should be cherished and pre- 
served at any price because of their irreplaceable Ainerican histo- 
rical significance. 

A shining example of such a building is Old West Church........ 
It is rich in history and background... 
“tic past and now, after a brief period of quiescence, is to add a new 
chapter in the future. The church has functioned in two edifices. 
Ihe first was a wooden structure erected in 1737 and demolished 
1806 to make way for the present red brick } 

ihe last service as a church was on April 18. 1892 


Athasa hoary and dram- 


vuilding......, 
After some 


Mroversy it was remodelled and reopened as a branch public 
ty “ P < 
trary on Vebruary 3, 1896.. 


Phe work of what bad once been an active. pulsating library was 
slowed down due to the Cambridge street widening. It was estima- 
ted that in 1922 when I took over the branch there was a daily at- 
tendance of over 2,000. Tn 1960 less than 200 a day used the 
building, 


bout 1958 the Development Plan moved in. ‘The scatere 


1 re- 


J 
fents were 


Once again Old 


i : moved to other 
West Church from 1737 1892, and the West End Branch Library 


Aureas, 


Since 1896, appeared to face the inevitable - an uncertain future or 
extinction to give way to the progress of cfvilization... 
The old order changeth and gives place te the new. In 1961 the 


previous building has, through the Crace of God, whose Ways are 
inscrutable and manifold for good, been awarded a new lease of 


fe. Once avain i: will cevert to religion. {he Methodists have 
bought the building. Now, under their guidacceand spiritual lead- 
ership, this precious heritage of the past looks forward to a new re- 


birth of greater service in a modern agre. 
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JONATHAN MAYHEW D.D. (1720-1766) 


Pastor of West Church, Boston 


“Assertor of Civil ay Religious Liberties” 


History Was agai 


made in 1960 when the then Sen- 


ator John bl Kennedy cast his ballot in the I 


tial elec 


meat the po 


# place booth inthe West end 


branch of the Boston Public Library. 


historic West Church 


formerly the 


President and \Irs Kennedy 


the Old) West) Church 


there leaving 
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THE OLD WEST CHURCH COUETHODIST) wallisenve ia community which inchide 


IONS: 


enter which has a population of 7,000 pers 


The Massachusetts General Hospital and Medical 
The Charles River Park Development which, when completed will include ten high rise upper 
income apartment buildings with 2400 family units. and a commercial center which wil! include 
a 300 room motor hotel, a small office building, a motion picture house, a supermarket, and 


shopping promenade. 


yline population of 60,000 persons; 


The new Government Center which will have a d: 
arge population of resident students and elderly; Suffolk 
short distance froin the church; 


The North Slope of Beacon Hill with a | 
plans for expansion, is but a 


University, which has 


Greater Boston and New Mnaland to be served through radio and television, 
Charles River 


will be the only Protestant Chureh in the 
. will be one of two Pro- 


XY 


HTS OVD: Wy sa G 


Park Development. and with 
testant churches serving the immediate ar mal. 


HURCH (METHODIST) 
St. John the Evangelist (Episcopal) 


the Church of 


The need for the Old West Church is readily apparent. ‘The location of the Old West Church is eriviable, 
for it is set almost in the yeouraphic center. on a major corner of the community outlined above. The 
aningtul church in this community is perhaps un- 


Opportunity for the Old West C] 
OUNLEY, 


lurch to become ame 


duplicated anywhere else in the ; 
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such as: 


ice of music, prayer and sermoneite 


Sie 


iFFOD-IN Services 
\ high fidelity chapel with facilities { 
cluding information of cultural interests and church informe 


On} 


i 


Reading room, 


rv tourists; 


Rooms for men who may wish to play checkers or pinochle; 


Exhibitions of works by local artists. 


Counseling: 
rsonal counseling around the clock for anvone 


A minister will be available for per 


in distress; 
\ referral service for those with special needs. 


15 for conferences and meetings: 


Accommodatio: 
its commissious 


d Annual Conference ; 


tings of the New Eng 


i 


Vacilities for mee 
irrangemeuts for par! 


and committees will be available including 


While the Old West Church will be Methodist supported and Methedist related it must rise 


above denomination, Old West Church must be a community church. 


Prominent Members of the Metropolitan Methodist 
{ 


1OT 


Panning Commission who outlined the strategy 
the renovation and the program of Old West Church, 
eit to right: Dr. George I. Rehrbough, president of 
Chandler School for Women: Dr. Harold Case, 

University; Uugh 


chairman, president of Boston | 
Farrington, Boston realtor; and Alden Eberly, 


assistant general secretary. Boston Y. M. G. A. 
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Studies of great downtown churches across the country show that two characteristics make 
for greatness —— able leadership, and creative programming. 


THE OLD WEST CHURCH (METHODIST) WILL HAVE ABLE LEADERSHIP 


t Church (Methodist) will indude two ex yerienced pastor 
} | 
try along with the radio 


One 


The staff of the Old We 
pastor will be a distinguished preacher and willemphasize the worship mit 


and television ministry. The second minister will have major responsibility for developing an 


n 


imaginative program to inect the needs of the community. 
& 


Three interns, theological students from Boston University School of Theology. will serve 


with the staff, assisting in worship, Christian education. student work, 


THE OLD WEST CHURCH (METHODIST) WILL HAVE CREATIVE PROGRAMMING 


To serve human needs in the West End of the New Boston , an imavinative program is cos 


templated. Among the projected programs are the following: 


Multiple services on Sunday to accommodate diversity of interests, including a radio and tele- 


Vision ministry, outstanding guest preachers including Methodist Bishops. 


Weekday groups and activities such as: 
A day nursery: 
Group activities for children and youth; 


Noontime linch programs including lectures and study groups; 
\ couples’ program; 

\ senior citizens’ program: 

Institutional and industrial seminars directed to business and professional people 
Information sessions about Protestantisn: 

evening prowrams of music and meditation at the height of traftic; 


Bible study groups while waiting for traffic to lessen between 4:30 and 5:38 on 
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crant from a private foundation, thirteen theological 


Sponsored by a 
d Andover-Newton, 


i University ; 
n six weeks of work and study 


students from Harvard, Yale. 


“Lon June 2.1953 


West End of Bost 


ministry for the Old 


inwas to help shape 


The purpose of thes 


West Chureh (Met 
v basis in the hospital « mplex, C 


Several of the students were employed on a 
River Park apart 
()t} 
nding Old West 


st) 


students 


pment Art 


and the Boston Redevel 


bers of the 


evenings a week the stedents gathered with 


ve ideas and to | 


ing resource 


hist Copley parish tos 


leaders from the Boston co 


minar have been valuable in indy ating the kinds 


around Old West Church and suggesting 


ts of the « 


he re 
Of persons living in the area 


Programs to meet tre needs of these persons. 


Rev. John AL Russell, Methodist € 
I. T. and Director of the West End Se: 
' pastor of Fi 


the Rev John Rot 
iodist’ Charch, shown here making plan: 


the seminar. 


} a (renendous opportunity to serve the hos- 


Ss congregation has 
nt center, and apartments surrounding it. ‘his is not 
Rather ftis persons who seck to know 


ue will,” - The Rev, 


als, governme 


rch, 
His strength to doi 
aaplain at ALT. 


the example of a city « 


what God wills and then in 
Ic VR 1, Methodist 


“The church and the city should be one of the primary resources for 
‘to adjust to the new American urban 


rand help 


working wi 
* - Gordon Gousche, Relocation Director, Boston Re- 


nment 
ment Authority 


church is more thane place for neighbor 


g work and life in ano 


modern civ t 
emesis for ut 


land fragniented society. - Professor Robert C. Wood. 
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HAROLD © 


decision of the trustees of the First \iethodist 


Church and of Copley Church to merge and to pool their com- 
ined resources ia leadership and funds in the new Old West 


Chorch is of great importance for liberal Protestantism in the City 


of Boston. It will be possible for the first time in several decades 
lor Methodists to join colleagues in other denominations in placing 


at 


HEX 


at the center of a mayniticent new development in Boston a church 
distinctive in architecture, led strategically, and with promise of in- 


fluence in city, state. and national affairs. 
1 regard the undertaking of the campaign for funds for this 
church as one of the most important Protestant enterprises in many 


ears F 
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Harold C. Case 
President, Boston University 


New Boston an ccumenical religious 


hich has played a vital part in 
for all is an exciting adven- 


Having at the heart of the 


program in an historical building w 
the fight for freedom and opportunity 
entieth century. This event solicits the concern of 
weil as of every church:nan who yearns for a high 

» influence and control the home tite, the cul- 
id business prictices of the 


ye mid 


every citizen as 
idard of vatues t: 
community interest, 


tural attitudes, 


West kind. 
With enthusiasm: | commend this trt 
nerous Citizens and churchmen, 


significant crusod 


vation funds to u 


y tl. Wavne 
Superintendent. Poston Methodist ¢ 
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WE HAVE FAITH 


that individual Methodists and mien of other creeds will join with 


nancially sapport Methodists ofthe New tngland Conterence 


ec restoration of the old West ¢ 


thurch (organized 1737 ) 


Drawn by a deep concern for the historic place of the religious 


community in old Boston. and challenved by the opportunity to 


New Boston, we solicit generous gilts 


ay a part in reestablishing a vigorous Church dedicated to the 


WE NEED $250,000 


PROPOSED PULPIT, OLD WEST CHURCH 
ALBERT M. KREIDEK, ARCHITECT 


Youn Farticipatimn Will Hake fe Pestle 


ss 


pay 


i A New Methodist Church 
k With A New Methodist Program 


t 
} formerly the First-Copley 
Methodist Church] 
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PARLE H. THOMSON 


Ceneral Chairman 
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Ear! H. Shomson, President 


lonn R. Webb 


iss Esther M. Clement 


Edward Fearn 
Miss Arnita Harrison 
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lhe Reverend G. Vaughn Shedd 


ian Smith 


® 

' THE BOSTON METHODIST METROPOLITAN PLANNING COMMISSION 

( 

Fi Bishop os}. Mathews 

: Dr. Harold C Case, Chairman 

k Dr. George |. Rohrbough, Vice Chairmon 

; The Rev. Wilbur ©. Ziagler, Secretary 

t 

F The Rev. John FE. Barclay James Fraggos ] > John R. Lilly ihe Rev. Royden C. Richardson 
Hi Frederick Brown Arthur 1. Gregorian Dr. Lemuel K. Lord Roy M. Robinson 
The Rev. Ernest 2? Case Mason N. Hartman Ur Ralph T. Mirse ie Rev. Joseph A. Stevenson 

'r Harold H. Crames The Rev H. Daniel Hawver ‘The Rev. Ronald W. Ober Or, Herbert E. Stotts 


Edward C. Drake Chester A. Higley ihe Rey William J. Coyle LarlH. Thomson 

Alaen Eberly Ernest S. Johnson Lester C. Peabody “ Vincent Vappi 
frames F. Farr Oscar FE. Keith Stanley Porter Ler. George A. Warmer 
Hugh Farrington Allen Roy Kingstor Loring W Powell “1. Guy H. Wayne 


